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GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT:

      After her installation as MAFCS President at the 2006 annual meeting, Dr. Phyllis Miller submitted her resignation due to some unexpected commitments. The Board asked that I continue in the office of President of MAFCS for 2006.  President-elect Wanda Cheek was in accord, wanting a year as President-elect to learn more about the responsibilities as President of MAFCS and as the state representative to AAFCS.  I agreed.  If our Association is to survive, all members must be committed and willing to participate. It is a pleasure to serve you again this year.

      AAFCS will celebrate 100 years in 2009.  The next three years will be a time of reflection and celebration.  The plan is to “kick off” the centennial celebration at the 2008 Annual Conference in Milwaukee, followed by a year long celebration of activities and events across the country, concluding with a grand celebration at the 2009 Conference in Knoxville, TN. 

      The AAFCS Centennial Planning committee is considering the following projects as part of the preparation and celebration: Ellen Swallow Richards: IN HER OWN WORDS (A DVD produced by Joyce Miles); AAFCS Traveling Centennial Exhibition; AAFCS Centennial Scholarship Fund, Special Events for connecting Past Student Presidents, Centennial Calendar (Past Presidents Project), and a variety of other projects. As plans develop, states are encouraged to develop projects and activities of their own.  The MAFCS Board voted to participate in a Tri State Conference with Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi in 2009 with the location Tunica, Mississippi.  This meeting will highlight the life of Richards using the DVD presentation. Make you plans now to participate in the centennial events and activities over the next three years.

While I did not represent you at the 2006-2007 AAFCS meeting because I was not President at that time, you were well represented at the Senate meeting by Wanda Cheeks, President-Elect, Sherri Worthy, Treasurer and Judith Breland, AAFCS Communication Division Chair. See the 2006 Senate Highlights in this newsletter.

	The MAFCS Board is planning a very exciting 2007 Conference with the theme, America’s Cultural Kaleidoscope: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES.  

The one-day conference, Thursday, February 8, 2007, at the MSU Riley Center in Meridian, is dedicated to providing opportunities for professionals and students.  The program includes a teacher track during other concurrent sessions.  Student, teacher, and professional exhibits provide an opportunity to showcase programs. Applications are enclosed in this newsletter for the Teacher Showcase, Professional Exhibits and Program Proposals. Student exhibit information is being sent to colleges and universities. Applications are peer judged and supported by monetary awards. Please take advantage of the exhibits to showcase your work!

In 2006 at the state conference, the silent auction raised $700 for FCS departments damaged by Hurricane Katrina.  It was so successful that the MAFCS Board voted to continue the silent auction to support the awards program.  The success of the silent auction depends items to auction – so bring several items for the 2007 conference silent auction! 




2007-2008 Officers

At the 2007 annual meeting, officers will be elected for President-elect who moves up to President in 2008, Secretary, and Vice President for External Affairs. Three volunteers are needed to serve on the nominating committee.  If you are willing to serve on the nominating committee or as an officer, contact Linda Gayle Smith, email stillmeadow@c-gate.net, fax 601-428-2274.
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	WERE YOU THERE????

Do we have any members in Mississippi who attended the 50th 

AAFCS Conference in Milwaukee, WI?  Recognition is being planed by AAFCS and MAFCS during the centennial celebration.  Check that spot on the enclosed registration form. 


COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE

                                                                       Beverly Howell, VP, Sections and Divisions

These are recommendations approved by the Senate to begin immediately, with Sections and Divisions no longer being retained.  By the 2007 annual meeting Communities of Practice will be developed with officers to provide leadership.

     Encourage the Communities to self-form on-line, based on interests selected by members in their data profiles; they may select from a variety of special projects, policy issues, research projects, or a desire/need for action on current issues that promote the mission of AAFCS.  Communities would exist only as long as interest exists or until project is completed.

     Encourage Communities’ leaders to emerge naturally; team members change as needed.  Communities would function under the purview of the Board of Directors.

     Encourage those who wish to take on leadership roles to access the data bank to identify “communities or networks” with similar interests and contact members who have expressed similar interests.

     Encourage new Communities of Interest/Practice to create funding pools for their work. Provide the opportunity for new Communities of Interest/Practice to submit funding proposals for special projects

*Current section and division officers would be given the opportunity to develop a proposal by February 15, 2007, on how they wish their existing funds to be used: (1) to fund a special project; (2)  Interest/Practice; (4) to be donated to an existing scholarship, fellowship, or endowment fund; or (5) to be donated to the Centennial Campaign.  NOTE: Project proposals would meet guidelines set forth by the Board of Directors and projects must be completed no later than June 2009.  In the absence of any proposal from a section or division, whatever funds remain will automatically be donated to the Centennial Campaign.
     **********************************************************************

Highlights of the 2006 Senate

Some actions became effective immediately following the vote in the senate, sections & divisions no longer exist, rather were encouraged to form communities of practice beginning in 2007, the mission statement revision is up for vote, and a resolution on non-discrimination on sexual orientation passed.

MISSION STATEMENT was revised to read: “The Mission of AAFCS is to provide leadership and support to professionals whose work is to assist individuals, families and communities in making informed decisions about their well-being, relationships, and resources to optimize their quality of Life.”  This revised statement is posted on the AAFCS website now, voting will commence on January 8 until January 16, 2007 at 5:30p.m. EST.    
· Less governance and terms of service with a reduced Board and reduced Finance Committee

GOVERANCE: The Board of Directors is to be composed of officers and four directors elected at large, to focus on the good of the Association and serve three-year terms not to succeed themselves.  The President will remain on the Board for one year as Immediate Past President.  Effective immediately.
FINANCE COMMITTEE: The finance committee will consist of three members of the Board of Directors (President, President-Elect, and Treasurer) plus two AAFCS members At-Large members.  Effective immediately.

· No dues increase for 2006-2007
· Revised membership categories, including:
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP: Amended the proposed Active Category by limiting active membership to “Professionals with a degree in family and consumer sciences or related field working toward or supporting the vision and mission of AAFCS. Effective May 1 2007

RETIRED MEMBERSHIP: (members 60 or older who have been in AAFCS ten years; and eligible to vote):
Amended the proposed Emeritus membership category dues to remain at $65 annually, but without the benefit of a subscription to the Journal of Family Consumer Sciences. Effective May 1 2007
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP:
Amended the renaming of the Paraprofessional/Graduate Student Section to the Student Unit. Effective immediately.

Amended the proposed student membership category to eliminate the option for secondary school students to join.

ELLEN RICHARD SUSTAINING:  A new category for ACTIVE members who would like to appear in the Honor Roll of Donors and make an annual donation. Effective immediately.

· STRUCTURE OF ORGANIZATION: Move to Communities of Interest or Practice effective May 1, 2007.  Each Section and Division has the opportunity to form one or multiply forums with leadership and conduct business through communities or networks through settings in which members self-identify (strategies, name of groups, organizations and funding).

· Resolution on “Non-Discrimination Based on Sexual–Orientation”: AAFCS as professional society-- that all persons are entitled to equal protection and privileges under law. The finial version states: 
“Whereas AAFCS supports diversity and has consistently advocated to end discrimination, and 

         Whereas AAFCS is a professional society rooted in scientific principles and knowledge generated by research, 

         Therefore be it resolved that AAFCS does not tolerate discrimination with respect to an individual’s or group’s race, ethnicity, gender religion, sexual orientation, marital status, age or disability, and 

         Therefore be it resolved that AAFCS endorses the concept that all persons, regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation, are entitled to equal protection and privilege under the law.
Review the full text of the Senate actions and votes found on the website www.aafcs.org. with background information regarding  the transformation of AAFCS.  On the website, a table of the Senate activities include three sections: Policy as of June 23,2006, Proposed recommendations and Results of Senate Actions on June 24, 2006.

MAFCS Bylaws Revision

As an affiliate, MAFCS is required to revise the 2001 MAFCS bylaws, to align with the AAFCS bylaws. This is a significant change in the structure of the organization.  


Enclosures:   Registration form MAFCS annual session 2007 /Sponsor student form on back

                      Application and criteria for Teacher Showcase/Professional Exhibits/Program Proposals

                      Annual meeting at a glance schedule.

Join MAFCS members, students and guests at the 2007 annual meeting America’s Cultural Kaleidoscope: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES, February 8, 2007, Riley Center, Meridian, MS.
President’s Message


Linda Gayle Smith, MS,RD,LD,CFCS
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Student Exhibits


The categories for student exhibits are being updated.  Margaret Bateman, Student Exhibit chair, will send the colleges and universities application information on student exhibits for the 2007 meeting. Contact information for Dr. Bateman:  Phone:662-325-7688 Fax 662-325-5754  email mbateman@caad.msstate.edu  
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